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What is the Forum?

• national network in Slovakia – civil association

• registered at the Ministry of Interior of Slovakia on March 20, 2000

• operates together with around 400 organizations in Slovakia

member organizations: national,

regional, 

local, senior clubs

Forum works together with :Forum works together with :
significant institutions and organizations:

• Slovak National Center for Human Rights

• Public Defender of Rights

• the local government

• the police

• the Government – we are a member of the governmental Board of Seniors



CooperationCooperation withwith foreignforeign partnerspartners

• AGE – european platform of seniors, Brussels
• Work in expert groups
• Implementation of international projects
• Cooperation with significant organizations from EU member
•
• Cooperation with significant organizations from EU member

states

•• CooperationCooperation withwith organizationsorganizations in in EasternEastern and and CentralCentral
EuropeEurope



ImplementationImplementation ofof importantimportant
programsprograms

•• WomenWomen discriminationdiscrimination and and theirtheir status in status in oldold ageage

•• TormentTorment and and abuseabuse ofof thethe elderlyelderly

•• OlderOlder personspersons in EU in EU countriescountries

•• DiscriminationDiscrimination ofof thethe elderlyelderly in society and in in society and in •• DiscriminationDiscrimination ofof thethe elderlyelderly in society and in in society and in 
seekingseeking employmentemployment

•• ActiveActive involvementinvolvement ofof thethe elderlyelderly in in defendingdefending
and and claimingclaiming theirtheir rightsrights

•• ImplementationImplementation ofof a a projectproject withwith supportsupport fromfrom
EuropeanEuropean CommissionCommission –– CurrentCurrent legislationlegislation and and 
adherenceadherence to to thethe rightsrights ofof thethe elderlyelderly

•• CreationCreation ofof a a helphelp center center –– operatingoperating a a freefree Senior Senior 
HelpLineHelpLine



••
Aktivity:Aktivity:

LegalLegal and and socialsocial counsellingcounselling withinwithin thethe frameframe ofof thethe helphelp centercenter

OperatingOperating thethe Senior Senior HelpLineHelpLine
PublishingPublishing ofof a a magazinemagazine –– Fórum seniorov (Fórum seniorov (SeniorsSeniors ForumForum) ) 

WorkshopsWorkshops –– regionalregional meetingsmeetings withwith seniorsseniors –– aroundaround 40 a 40 a yearyear

Senior  Senior  ofof thethe YearYear –– inquiryinquiry evaluationevaluation –– awardingawarding ofof thethe titletitle

ConferencesConferences::
NationalNational conferencesconferences –– ofof subjectssubjects providingproviding servicesservices and and assistanceassistance forfor
thethe elderlyelderly

InternationalInternational conferencesconferences ––InternationalInternational conferencesconferences –– Soc. Soc. exclusionexclusion, , discriminationdiscrimination and and povertypoverty
ofof seniorsseniors, , intergenerationalintergenerational cooperationcooperation

SurveysSurveys on on -- discriminationdiscrimination ofof thethe elderlyelderly in in seekingseeking employmentemployment
-- povertypoverty and and socialsocial exclusionexclusion
-- socialsocial servicesservices and and accessaccess to to servicesservices dealingdealing withwith tormenttorment
and and abuseabuse ofof thethe elderlyelderly

EducationEducation onon -- thethe rightsrights and and needsneeds ofof thethe elderlyelderly
-- thethe managementmanagement ofof oneone´́ss ownown financesfinances

WorkWork in expert in expert groupsgroups –– antidiscriminationantidiscrimination and and socialsocial exclusionexclusion, , povertypoverty, , 
withinwithin thethe frameframe ofof AGE AGE 
ParticipationParticipation atat internationalinternational conferencesconferences
CooperationCooperation withwith foreignforeign partnerspartners



TheThe status status ofof thethe elderlyelderly citizenscitizens ––
currentcurrent situationsituation::

•• OlderOlder citizenscitizens feelfeel discriminateddiscriminated againstagainst in in differentdifferent areasareas
•• DiscriminationDiscrimination in in differentdifferent institutionsinstitutions
•• DiscriminationDiscrimination in in accessaccess to to informationinformation
•• DiscriminationDiscrimination in in accessaccess to to variousvarious servicesservices ((socialsocial, , healthhealth))
•• LackLack ofof legallegal awarenessawareness and and optionsoptions ofof defendingdefending theirtheir ownown

rightsrightsrightsrights
•• InsufficientInsufficient financefinance--managingmanaging capabilitiescapabilities
•• ApathyApathy and and lacklack ofof interestinterest in in participatingparticipating inin publicpublic lifelife
•• LowLow pensionpension incomeincome –– notnot enoughenough to to fulfilfulfil thethe basicbasic needsneeds ––

servicesservices, , healthhealth carecare
•• LonelinessLoneliness –– littlelittle attentionattention and and respectrespect forfor thethe elderlyelderly
•• InsufficientInsufficient intergenerationalintergenerational solidarity and solidarity and cooperationcooperation
•• InsufficientInsufficient accessaccess to to differentdifferent financialfinancial servicesservices ––loansloans, , 

creditscredits



ExamplesExamples ofof a a povertypoverty threatthreat ::

•• LowLow pensionpension incomeincome

•• HighHigh livingliving costscosts

•• OftenOften thethe elderlyelderly do do notnot havehave enoughenough moneymoney to to satisfysatisfy basicbasic
needsneeds

•• RiseRise ofof pricesprices

•• LimitedLimited optionsoptions in in makingmaking extra extra moneymoney•• LimitedLimited optionsoptions in in makingmaking extra extra moneymoney

•• InsufficientInsufficient valorizationvalorization ofof pensionspensions

•• ExpensiveExpensive cultureculture and and accessibilityaccessibility to to itit

•• ThreatThreat fromfrom variousvarious shadowyshadowy businessbusiness practicespractices and and 
financialfinancial abuseabuse –– by by institutionsinstitutions and and familiesfamilies alikealike

•• AverageAverage pensionpension in Slovakia in Slovakia isis 390 390 €€



Access to Access to servicesservices, , loansloans and and 
creditscredits

•• Access to Access to servicesservices and and bankingbanking productsproducts isis feltfelt by by thethe
elderlyelderly asas beingbeing veryvery poor. poor. ItIt cancan bebe saidsaid thatthat thisthis areaarea isis
evaluatedevaluated asas oneone ofof thethe worstworst ofof allall evaluatedevaluated areasareas..

•• ThereforeTherefore, , thethe elderlyelderly oftenoften taketake loansloans fromfrom nonnon--bankingbanking
institutionsinstitutions –– a a possibilitypossibility ofof aa distraintdistraint

••
institutionsinstitutions –– a a possibilitypossibility ofof aa distraintdistraint

•• ThereThere isis asas manymany asas 35 35 thousandsthousands pensionpension distraintsdistraints in in 
SlovakiaSlovakia

•• 59% 59% ofof respondentsrespondents believesbelieves thatthat theythey dondon´́tt havehave thethe
samesame possibilitypossibility to get to get thethe samesame servicesservices, , loansloans and and 
creditscredits asas thethe youthyouth. . 

•• 13 % 13 % believesbelieves thatthat theirtheir optionsoptions are are limitedlimited in in 
comparisoncomparison to to youngyoung peoplepeople. . 



ActivitiesActivities done done withinwithin thethe scopescope ofof a a 
projectproject and and forfor thethe elderlyelderly protectionprotection

•• RegionalRegional and and nationalnational trainingstrainings in in inin thethe rightsrights ofof elderlyelderly

•• ImprovingImproving financialfinancial skillsskills ofof elderlyelderly

•• ProvisionProvision ofof informationinformation on on risksrisks ofof takingtaking loansloans fromfrom nonnon--bankingbanking
institutionsinstitutions

•• EducationEducation on on shadowyshadowy practicespractices ofof variousvarious vendorsvendors•• EducationEducation on on shadowyshadowy practicespractices ofof variousvarious vendorsvendors

•• CampaignCampaign on on loweringlowering risksrisks ofof financialfinancial abuseabuse

•• SurveySurvey on on abuseabuse and and tormenttorment ofof elderlyelderly

•• MediaMedia articlesarticles and and programsprograms

•• DesignDesign ofof informativeinformative bulletinsbulletins and and flyersflyers

•• InformationInformation in in thethe Senior Senior ForumForum magazinemagazine

•• NationalNational meetingsmeetings and and conferencesconferences

•• CommunicationCommunication withwith entitledentitled bodiesbodies and and preparationpreparation ofof lawslaws forfor
protectionprotection ofof elderlyelderly
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